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What is an Urbanized Area (UZA)?
An Urbanized Area is a statistical geographic entity designated by the Census Bureau, consisting of a central core and adjacent densely 
settled territory that together contain at least 50,000 people, generally with an overall population density of at least 1,000 people per square
 mile. Within the transportation planning community Urbanized Areas are typically referred to as the UZAs. 
What is an Adjusted Urbanized Area?
Also known as Federal-Aid Urban Areas, census designated UZA's may be adjusted for transportationpurposes, such as determining Federal
aid eligibility. 
What is an Urban Cluster (UC)
An Urban Cluster is a new statistical geographic entity designated by the Census Bureau for the 2000 Census, consisting of a central core and 
adjacent densely settled territory that together contains between 2,500 and 49,999 people. Typically, the overall population density is at least 
1,000 people per square mile. Urban Clusters are based on Census block and block group density and do not coincide with official municipal 
boundaries.
What is a Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA)?
A Metropolitan Planning Area is defined in the Code of Federal Regulations, (23 CFR 450.104) as the geographic area in which the metropolitan 
transportation planning process must be carried out. This term is further described in 23 CFR 450.308.
The MPA boundary shall, as a minimum, cover the UZA(s) and the contiguous geographic area(s) likely to become urbanized within the twenty 
year forecast period covered by the transportation plan. The boundary may encompass the entire metropolitan statistical area or consolidated 
metropolitan statistical area, as defined by the Census Bureau.
Source:http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/census/faqa2cdt.htm#q26
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